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RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  VESTRY  OF  TRINITY  CHURCH, 

ROCHESTER. 


THE  LATE  REV.  GEO.  N.  CHENEY. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
June  16,  1863,  the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  vestry  of  this  Church,  in  common  with  all  who  knew 
him,  have  received  with  sorrow  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  our  late 
beloved  Rector,  the  Rev.  Geo.  JS.  Cheney,  and  desire  to  give  some  expres¬ 
sion,  however  inadequate,  to  our  appreciation  of  his  eminent  worth  as  a 
man,  a  Christian,  and  a  devoted  Pastor  of  the  Church  :  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  in  his  death  the  Church  has  lost  a  faithful  and  laborious 
minister,  whose  constant  aim  it  was  to  “walk  worthy  of  his  high  voca- 
tionw — the  community  a  good  and  conscientious  citizen,  clothed  .with  the 
beauty  of  an  honest  and  consistent  life — the  parish,  of  which  he  was 
for  over  eight  years  the  Rector,  the  kind  example  and  teachings  of  an 
humble,  devoted  and  loving  guardian,  and  its  members  a  constant  and 
earnest  friend,  ever  ready  to  minister  to  the  necessities  of  the  sick  and  needy 
and  by  word  and  deed  illustrating  the  beauty  of  holiness,  and  leading 
them  on  and  upward  in  the  ways  of  truth  and  life. 

Resolved ,  That  we  shall  ever  cherish  in  pleasant  recollection  the  unfail 
ing  kindness  and  courtesy  which  he  ever  exhibited  to  the  members  of  our 
body,  the  wise  counsels  with  which  he  aided  us  in  our  efforts  to  promote 
the  good  of  the  Church,  and  his  ever  ready  sympathy  with  us  and  ours  at 
all  times,  but  especially  in  seasons  of  affliction  and  sorrow. 


IV. 


Reselved,  That  we  will  strive  to  keep  always  before  us  the  bright  example 
of  his  good  and  consistent  life,  that  we  may  be  led  thereby  to  emulate 
his  constant  devotion  to  the  Master’s  service,  and  enabled  at  the  last 
to  share  with  him  the  reward  promised  to  those  “  who  are  faithful 
even  unto  death.” 

Resolved,  That  while  thus  indicating  our  own  loss,  we  do  not  forget 
those  who  were  nearest  to  him,  and  upon  whose  grief  we  would  not  intrude, 

t 

further  than  to  tender  them  our  warmest  and  most  heartfelt  sympathy, 
knowing  that  they  will  be  comforted  with  the  assurance  that  their  loss 
and  ours  is  to  him  an  infinite  and  eternal  gain. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  enter  these  resolutions  in  full 
on  the  minutes,  to  transmit  a  copy  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  to 
publish  the  same  in  the  daily  papers  of  this  city,  the  Gospel  Messenger 
and  Christian  Times. 


SERMON. 


A  beloved  brother  and  faithful  minister  in  the  Lord. 

Ephesians  YI :  21. 


It  is  just  a  week  of  weeks,  my  hearers,  since  there  stood 
•in  this  pulpit,  for  the  hist  time,  a  preacher  of  Christ's 
blessed  Gospel,  to  whom,  I  doubt  not,  every  heart  in  this 
congregation  would  unhesitatingly  apply  the  language  of 
our  text:  “  A  beloved  brother  and  faithful  minister  in  the 
Lord.”  Alas !  alas !  how  soon  was  that  voice  to  be 
silenced,  so  that  we  should  hear  it  in  this  world  no  more. 
Alas,  for  us  !  that  in  the  prime  of  his  days,  just  on  the 
threshold  of  what  we  hoped  would  prove  the  most  useful 
period  of  his  life,  he  has  been  taken  away ;  that  neither 
the  strength  of  human  affections,  nor  the  needs  of  the 
Church  of  God,  that  all  seemed  to  plead  for  the  longer 
stay  of  this  beloved  brother  and  faithful  minister  could 
detain  him  on  earth ;  Alas,  for  us !  hut  not  for  him. 
There  was  One  higher  than  we  that  owned  him  as  “a 
beloved  brother,”  and  claimed  him  for  residence  in  one  of 
the  many  mansions  in  our  Father’s  House.  There  was 
One  whom  he  delighted,  and  whom  we  delight,  to  call  our 
Master  and  Lord,  who  had  no  further  occasion  here  for  the 
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service  of  this  “faithful  minister/’  and  who  in  wisdom  and 
in  love  gave  him  the  summons,  “  Come  up  higher.”  We 
cannot,  we  dare  not,  we  would  not  question  His  will,  His 
ordering.  We  look  up,  through  tears,  through  oppressive 
grief,  through  all  our  longings  for  the  companionship  and 
counsel  and  co-operation  of  our  brother  departed,  of  this 
faithful  minister  removed,  and  we  would  reverently  say, 
“Father,  not  our  will,  but  Thine  be  done.” 

The  eminent  saint,  Tychicus,  of  Ephesus,  whom  St.  Paul 
describes  in  our  text,  was  honored  with  frequent  mention 
in  Holy  Writ.  St.  Luke  (Acts  20  :  4)  names  him  as  one  of 
the  Apostle’s  companions  on  his  return  from  Greece  to 
Syria.  In  four  of  the  Epistles  written  by  St.  Paul  during 
his  imprisonment  at  Rome,  he  is  spoken  of ;  and  it  would 
seem  that  he  was  sent,  together  with  Onesimus,  as  the 
bearer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Colossians  as  well  as  that  to 
the  Ephesians.  When  St.  Paul  wrote  to  Titus,  the  Bishop 
of  Crete,  he  expressed  his  purpose  to  send  either  Artemas 
or  Tychicus,  whose  coming,  it  seems  to  be  implied,  would 
enable  Titus  to  leave,  for  a  time,  his  important  work,  that 
he  might  visit  the  Apostle.  And  in  what  is  probably  the 
very  latest  production  of  the  Apostle’s  pen,  (2  Timothy 
4 :  12,)  Tychicus  is  spoken  of  as  having  been  sent  to 
Ephesus  :  probably  on  a  second  errand  thither  in  St.  Paul’s 
service. 

The  special  mission  of  Tychicus,  described  in  connection 
with  our  text,  gives  us  some  further  insight  into  his 
character.  He  was  evidently  a  trusted,  intimate,  confi¬ 
dential  friend  of  the  imprisoned  Apostle.  “  That  ye  also 
may  know  my  affairs,  and  how  I  do,  Tychicus,  a  beloved 
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brother  and  faithful  minister  in  the  Lord,  shall  make 
known  to  you  all  things  ;  whom  I  have  sent  unto  you  for 
the  same  purpose  that  ye  might  know  our  affairs,  and 
that  lie  might  comfort  your  hearts.”  Language  almost 
identical  with  this  is  used  in  the  parallel  passage,  to  the 
Colossians.  He  was  one  in  whom  the  Apostle  and  his 
fellow  Christians  could  put  the  most  implicit  trust.  He 
was  one,  evidently,  whose  soul  was  full  of  kindly  sym¬ 
pathy  ;  who  could  represent  well  the  Apostle’s  constancy 
under  trial ;  and  who  could  administer  consolation  to  those 
loving  believers  who  themselves  were  exposed  to  perse¬ 
cution  for  the  Gospel’s  sake,  hut  who  felt  the  Apostle’s 
sufferings  as  keenly  as  they  did  their  own.  Well  might 
St.  Paul  value  such  a  friend ;  for  though  sustained  by  the 
presence  and  power  of  the  Saviour  whom  he  loved  above 
all  others,  he  was,  like  the  Saviour  during  his  eartlilv 
ministry,  deeply  sensible  of  the  comfort  derived  from  the 
offices  of  friendship,  and  the  kindly  ministrations  of 
human  love. 

‘‘Abeloved  brother  and  faithful  minister  in  the  Lord;” 
a  high  eulogy  as  applied  by  man  to  man  !  how  much 
higher  when  it  is  made  a  portion  of  Holy  Writ,  the  direct 
utterance  of  Divine  Inspiration. 

Let  us  see  further  what  is  implied. 

1.  The  brotherhood  here  alluded  to  is  one  beyond  that 
which  marks  the  common  relation  of  all  men  to  each 
other  as  children  -  of  a  common  Father  in  heaven,  as 
decendants  of  a  common  earthly  ancestor,  the  first  parent 
of  the  race.  The  Jews,  as  the  offspring  of  Abraham,  were 
often  reminded  by  God  Himself  of  their  close  kinship,  as 
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belonging  to  the  same  family.  But  in  the  first  preaching 
of  the  blessed  Gospel  there  was  brought  distinctly  forward 
a  truth  which  all  Christians  have  ever  acknowledged  in 
words,  but  which  has  been  far  too  often  and  too  commonly 
lost  sight  of  in  practice  ;  that  Christians,  as  believers  in 
the  Lord  Jesus,  looking  to  Him  as  their  elder  brother,  and 
through  Him  to  God  as  their  Father,  arc,  in  a  very 
important  sense,  brethren  in  Christ.  The  church  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  is  His  family ;  and  however  the  truth  may  bo 
here  obscured,  all  true  members  of  the  church,  when 
gathered  together  in  their  Father’s  house  above,  shall  own 
this  tie  as  unspeakably  precious  and  endearing.  There 
must  be  here,  and  there  will  doubtless  be  there,  the 
sense  and  recognition  of  peculiar  attachments  between 
those  who  are  united  by  especial  bonds  of  family,  or  of 
unity  of  feeling,  and  even  of  tastes  and  pursuits;  but 
underlying  all  other  sentiments,  growing  out  of  the 
supreme  love  each  Christian  bears  to  Christ  the  Head,  is 
and  ever  shall  be  the  love  of  Christian  brethren,  the  true 
“ communion  of  saints.”  Happy,  then,  and  honored  must 
he  have  been  whom  an  inspired  Apostle  recognizes  as  a 
a beloved  brother”  “in  the  Lord.” 


2.  But  to  Tychicus  was  granted  a  still  higher  distinction. 
He  is  called  “  a  faithful  minister  in  the  Lord.”  To  be  a 
true  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  vouchsafed  even  to 
all  whom  the  Lord  Himself  would  own  as  His  beloved 
brethren.  It  is  to  be  selected  by  the  great  Head  of  the 
church  for  a  high  and  sacred  office.  It  is  to  be  called  by 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  responsible  duties  of  an  ambassador 
for  Christ.  It  is  to  be  put  in  trust  with  the  great  interests 
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of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  and  of  immortal  souls.  It  is 
to  be  commissioned  and  authorized  to  speak  and  teach  in 
the  Lord’s  narn'p,  delivering  the  Lord’s  message.  It  is  to 
be  empowered  to  administer  the  appointed  signs  and  seals 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  and  eternal  life,  as  the  Lord  has 
•  established  the  same  in  His  church.  Oh  !  what  a  privilege, 
oh !  what  a  responsibility,  belongs  to  every  one  who 
undertakes  such  duties!  and  what  a  blessedness  is  his 
whom  the  Spirit  that  searches  the  heart  pronounces  a 
“faithful  minister  in  the  Lord!”  With  what  reason 
might  such  an  one  say  with  the  Apostle,  “I  magnify” 
“mine  office!”  even  whilst  with  him  he  must  exclaim, 

“  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  tilings  !  ” 

You  and  I,  my  hearers,  have  been  called  to  part  with  a 
beloved  brother  and  a  faithful  minister.  Many  of  you 
have  known  him  much  longer,  some  of  you  more  inti¬ 
mately  than  I ;  and  such  can  best  feel  the  fitness  of  the 
description  thus  applied.  Let  me  attempt  briefly,  and  I 
fear  it  must  be  very  imperfectly,  to  sketch,  in  outline,  his 
life  and  character  and  labors  ;  that  we  may  adore  the  grace 
of  God,  to  whom  he  would  ever  have  ascribed  whatever 
in  himself  or  in  his  works  claimed  our  love  and  our 
admiration. 

George  Hathan  Cheney,  the  late  Rector  of  this  Parish, 

was  born  in  a  neighboring  County  of  this  State,  in  the 

year  1829.  His  classical  education  was  pursued  at  Hobart 

College,  Geneva,  where  he  graduated  in  the  year  1849. 

Early  taught  by  parental  piety  those  lessons  of  sacred 

wisdom  which  are  the  best  and  only  foundation  for  a  noble 

character  in  manhood,  he  received  impressions  which,  by 
B 
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God’s  blessing,  led  him  in  his  senior  year  at  College  to 
consecrate  himself  to  the  Lord’s  service,  and  to  take  upon 
himself  the  vows  of  a  Christian  profession  in  the  Apostolic 
rite  of  Confirmation.  Of  the  influence  of  his  surviving 
parent,  the  venerable  father,  in  moulding  his  heart  and  his 

life,  it  would  scarce  be  fitting  for  me  now  to  speak ;  but, 

% 

in  a  letter  from  him  received  by  me  just  after  the  decease 
of  his  beloved  mother,  he  records  the  fact  that  she  had 
lived  a  life  of  earnest  Christian  faith  for  more  than  forty- 
five  years,  and  he  adds,  “the  last  entries  in  her  diary 
showed  that  she  was  daily  looking  for  her  Master’s  call.” 
Little  did  he  then  anticipate  that  so  soon  mother  and  son 
would  be  re-united  in  the  world  of  blessedness.  His  deci¬ 
sion  to  enter  the  sacred  ministry  must  have  been  made  very 
promptly  upon  his  personal  consecration  of  his  heart  to 
his  Saviour  ;  for  in  August,  1849,  he  became  a  candidate  in 
this  Diocese  for  Holy  Orders.  In  the  Fall  of  the  following 
year,  1850,  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia ;  and  very  often 
have  I  heard  him  speak  of  the  two  years  he  passed  in  that 
most  admirable  institution,  as  years  of  rare  privilege  and 
of  almost  uninterrupted  Christian  enjoyment.  There,  in 
that  school  of  the  Prophets,  whence  have  come  forth  many 
of  the  noblest  champions  of  the  truth  who  have  adorned 
the  ministry  of  our  church,  were  his  theological  views 
clearly  and  firmly  fixed.  There,  under  the  guidance  of 
Dr.  Sparrow,  Dr.  May,  Dr.  Packard,  and  of  the  late  Bishop 
Meade,  he  was  enabled  to  lay  broad  and  deep  the  founda¬ 
tions  on  which  he  might  build  an  immovable  structure  of 
sound  Christian  doctrine.  There  he  imbibed,  with  what 
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lie  saw  and  heard  and  studied,  day  by  day,  the  teachings  of 
Holy  Scripture  and  of  the  Church  as  they  were  understood 
and  promulged  by  those  noble  men  who,  in  the  days  of  the 
Reformation,  blessed  the  Church  of  England  with  their 
learning,  their  moderation,  their  Catholicity  of  temper  and 
spirit,  their  devoted  piety. 

The  testimony  I  thus  hear  to  that  Seminary,  (now  in 
God’s  mysterious  Providence  cut  off  from  present  and 
perhaps  all  future  opportunities  of  usefulness,)  is  just  the 
testimony  which  I  know  he  would  freely  have  borne  were 
he  speaking  for  me,  as  I  now  speak  for  him.  From  that 
Seminary  came  forth  two  at  least  of  the  predecessors  of 
our  late  brother  in  the  rectorship  of  this  parish,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Parvin  and  Atkins ;  the  latter,  one  of  Mr.  Cheney’s 
classmates.  Thence  have  gone  forth  both  of  our  Foreign 
Missionary  Bishops,  and  about  twenty-live  (nearly  all)  of 
our  ordained  Foreign  Missionaries:  a  fact  which  does  much 
to  account  for  tbe  interest  ever  manifested  in  the  cause  of 
Foreign  Missions  by  those  who,  though  not  feeling  them¬ 
selves  called  to  go,  were  trained  for  the  ministry  under 
such  associations. 

Graduating  from  the  Seminary  in  1852,  Mr.  Cheney  was 
ordained  deacon,  with  others  of  his  class,  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  by  the  venerable  Bishop  Meade,  at  the  request  of 
Bishop  De  Lancey.  His  first  sphere  of  ministerial  labors 
was  as  the  Assistant  of  Hr.  ( now  Bishop )  Lee,  in  St. 
Luke’s  Church  in  this  city.  The  work  in  which  he  was 
eno-asred  called  out  all  the  ardor  and  courage  and  diligence 
with  which  he  entered  on  his  ministry,  and  for  which 
nature  and  grace  had  remarkably  endowed  him.  It  was 


12 


during  a  season  that  will  long  he  remembered  in  this  city, 
for  the  fatality  attending  the  visitation  of  the  cholera.  St. 
Luke’s  Church  Register  records  the  decease  of  no  less  than 
fifty-nine  persons,  more  or  less  closely  connected  with  that 
parish,  who  were  interred  during  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October.  Fearless,  untiring  and  faithful,  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  ministering  to  the  sick  and 
dying,  as  well  as  to  comforting  the  bereaved  and  soothing 
the  terrified ;  and  in  that  season  of  peril  and  toil  the 
Rector  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  learned  the  worth  of  his 
young  assistant,  whilst  ties  of  grateful  remembrance  have 
ever  since  bound  him  to  many  a  heart  then  sorrowing  for 
their  loved  dead ;  some  of  them,  I  doubt  not,  now  sorrow¬ 
ing  for  his  removal. 

His  first  sermon  in  St.  Luke’s,  it  appears  from  the 
Record,  was  preached  August  8th,  (1852,)  on  the  text, 
“  Looking  unto  Jesus  ;  ”  a  text  that  was  a  pre-indication 
of  the  class  of  subjects  that  were  to  form  the  favorite 
topics  of  his  preaching.  The  last  Sunday  he  spent  in  this 
relation,  (November  28th,)  he  preached  from  that  most 
important  passage,  (St.  John  3:  3,)  “Except  a  man  be 
born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God,”  and  this 
followed  a  sermon  preached  the  previous  Sunday  on  the 
Saviour’s  precious  invitation,  “  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.”  He 
whose  ministry  begins  with  telling  sinners  of  the  love  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  and  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  gives 
promise  that  does  not  often  fail,  of  proving  himself  a 
“faithful  minister  in  the  Lord.” 
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In  December,  1852,  our  brother  assumed  the  Rectorship 
of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Penn  Yan,  in  this  Diocese.  Of  his 
work  there  I  have  no  data  of  which  to  speak.  On  the  28th 
of  June,  1853,  in  Grace  Church,  in  this  city,  in  company 
with  eight  others,  having  used  “  the  office  of  a  deacon 
well,”  and  purchased  to  himself  “a  good  degree,”  he  was 
advanced  to  the  Priesthood,  being  ordained  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  of  this  Diocese.  In  the  following  year  he  was 
called  to  the  Rectorship  of  this  parish,  entering  upon  his 
duties  on  the  first  Sunday  of  October,  1854.  How  faith¬ 
fully  and  diligently  he  here  labored,  you,  my  brethren  of 
this  congregation,  well  know.  He  did  not  at  any  time 
enjoy  such  robust  health  as  would  permit  him  to  carry  out 
all  his  wishes  and  plans  and  efforts  for  the  good  of  this 
parish.  But  to  the  extent  of  his  physical  ability,  and 
often  beyond  what  might  have  been  asked  or  expected  of 
him,  he  devoted  his  heart  and  life  to  making  “full  proof  of 
his  ministry.”  You  yourselves  are  witnesses,  and  God 
also,  how  holily  and  justly  and  unblameably  he  behaved 
himself  “  among  you  that  believe,”  “  as  ye  know  how  ”  he 
“  exhorted  and  comforted  and  charged  every  one  of  you, 
( as  a  father  doth  his  own  children,)  that  ye  would  walk 
worthy  of  God,  who  hath  called  you  unto  his  kingdom  and 
glory.” 

There  was  yet  another  sphere  of  our  departed  brother’s 
labor  for  Christ,  of  which  we  must  not  omit  mention, 
before  proceeding  to  a  very  succinct  review  of  his  course 
and  character  as  illustrating  our  text.  I  refer  to  the  six 
months  that  he  spent  as  a  Chaplain  in  the  army  of  our 
country.  Imbued  with  a  lofty  spirit  of  patriotism,  he 
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entered  heartily  into  the  motives  of  those  noble  men 
who  volunteered  in  the  holy  task  of  suppressing  that  most 
wicked  of  rebellions,  which  has  already  wrought  such  evil 
in  our  land.  He  realized  too,  the  great  importance  of 
exerting  to  the  utmost  all  those  influences  which  true  Re¬ 
ligion  can  bring  to  hear  upon  the  character  and  principles 
of  the  Defenders  of  Our  Country.  He  felt  that  these  heroic 
men  should  not  be  allowed  to  expose  themselves  to  the 
perils  of  the  battle  held,  the  Camp,  the  March, — perils  of 
the  most  fearful  sort  both  as  to  their  bodies  and  their  souls 
— without  the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel  accompanying 
and  following  them  in  sickness  and  in  health,  in  life  and 
in  death.  Thus  moved,  he  accepted  the  Chaplaincy  of 
the  33d  Regiment,  H.  Y.  V.,  commanded  by  our  brave 
and  honored  townsman,  Col.  Taylor.  His  letters,  written 
whilst  with  the  Regiment,  shewed  that  he  was  no  idler, 
no  self-seeker  or  self-pleaser,  no  inattentive  or  indifferent 
observer  of  the  opportunities  for  serving  his  Master,  herein 
spread  before  him.  The  day  that  the  sad  tidings  of  our 
brother’s  death  reached  this  city,  I  met  Col.  Taylor,  who 
had  just  learned  of  the  event,  and  he  seemed  to  feel  as  one 
who  had  indeed  lost  a  brother.  He  spoke  with  warmth 
of  Mr.  Cheney’s  efficiency  as  well  as  fidelity  in  the  post 
he  had  held  :  of  his  remarkable  influence  over  the  men  : 
of  the  universal  respect  with  which  he  was  ever  treated  : 
of  the  invaluable  service  he  had  done  in  maintaining 
discipline  as  well  as  in  instructing  and  guiding  the  soldiers 
in  the  ways  of  truth  and  duty.  Eternity  alone  can  disclose 
how  much  of  good  he  was  enabled  there  to  accomplish. 
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Eighteen  months  ago,  he  came  hack  to  his  home  and 
his  parish,  with  renewed  vigor  of  body  and  with  an  all 
controlling  desire  to  spend  and  he  spent  for  the  good  of 
the  people  over  whom,  in  God’s  Providence,  he  had  been 
placed.  Of  these  recent  ministrations  your  own  memory, 
I  doubt  not,  is  fresh  and  full.  When  under  strong 
convictions  of  duty  he  decided  to  offer  his  resignation  of 
the  Rectorship  of  this  Church,  it  was  with  an  inward 
struggle  that  could  not  he  concealed  ;  attesting  the  strength 
of  his  affection  for  the  people  whom  in  his  ministry  he  had 
so  long  served.  Providence,  if  man  ever  may  presume 
to  read  its  intentions,  seemed  to  set  before  him  an  open 
door,  bidding  him  enter  on  a  work  for  Christ  amongst  a 
community  that  knew  and  loved  him  well  and  that  longed 
for  his  ministrations.  Here,  for  reasons  that  need  not 
now  he  mentioned,  he  felt  that  it  was  not  best  for  him 
longer  to  stay. 

The  attachment  of  his  parishioners  had  perhaps  never 
been  more  universal,  nor  more  unmistakably  evinced. 
There  was  amongst  them,  (so  he  assured  me)  a  oneness 
of  feeling  and  opinion,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  which 
whilst  it  augured  well  for  his  future  usefulness  should 
he  stay,  made  it  more  safe,  as  to  the  interests  of  the  Parish, 
for  him  to  go.  His  decision,  painful  to  himself  as  to  you, 
was  conscientiously  made,  after  patient  and  prayerful 
thought.  And  so,  seven  weeks  ago,  (as  I  have  already 
reminded  you,)  the  hour  of  parting  came.  It  was  a  sad 
and  solemn  hour.  Little  did  he  or  did  I  or  did  you 
anticipate  what  what  was  so  soon  to  come  :  hut  as  we  look 
back  we  see  that  brother  beloved,  that  faithful  minister 
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in  the  Lord,  standing,  as  if  before  his  open  grave,  to  give 
yon  his  parting  counsels.  "Which  of  us  that  were  there 
present  can,  or  would,  forget  them  ?  “  Only  let  your 

“  conversation  be  as  becometh  the  Gospel  of  Christ  that 
“whether  I  come  and  see  you,  or  else  be  absent” — alas! 
how  long  is  to  be  that  absence ! — “I  may  hear  of  your 
“affairs,  that  ye  stand  fast  in  one  spirit,  with  one  mind, 
“  striving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel.” 

We  know  not,  Brethren,  whether  to  the  world  whither 
our  brother  has  gone,  there  are  or  are  not,  borne  from 
time  to  time  tidings  of  all  the  affairs  of  earth  I  But  let 
me,  before  I  leave  this  topic,  impress  on  your  hearts  one 
thought.  Your  faithful  Pastor  will  one  day  know,  when 
all  things  shall  be  made  manifest,  how  far  the  counsels, 
wise  and  faithful,  that  he  then  gave  you,  have  been,  or 
shall  yet  be  followed  by  you.  God  grant  that  the  event 
may  shew  you  to  have  been  so  moved  by  them  as  to 
have  done  all  that  in  you  lay  for  your  own  best  interests 
and  those  of  the  precious  souls  that  compose  this  portion 
of  our  Saviour’s  Church. 

In  his  new  charge,  as  most  of  you  know,  he  was 
permitted  to  preach  only  one  sermon.  His  text  was  one 
of  solemn  significance  :  “I  die  daily.”  Before  another 
Sunday  came,  he  was  prostrated  by  the  disease  which  was 
appointed  to  terminate  his  useful  life.  Hever  again  was 
he  to  speak  as  Christ’s  messenger ;  instructing  believers 
and  warning  and  persuading  the  impenitent  and  careless. 
His  fever  was  accompanied  with  such  weakness  and  so 
much  delirium  that  he  could  not  even  send  to  the  people 
of  his  new  charge,  or  to  the  loved  flock  he  had  so  lately 
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left,  parting  messages  of  counsel  and  parting  testimonies 
as  to  truth.  Yet  even  in  liis  mental  wanderings  there 
were  many  tokens  of  what  had  so  largely  occupied  his 
thoughts  and  enlisted  his  affections.  Ilis  words  were 
chiefly,  I  am  told,  of  his  ministerial  work,  of  the  Sunday 
School :  of  Christ  and  Ilis  Church  and  Ilis  Cause. 

All  that  love  and  tenderness  and  skill  could  do  to 
prolong  life  was  tried  unwearicdly  ;  hut  all  in  vain. 
There  were  alternations  of  hope  and  fear ;  fluctuations 
of  seeming  convalescence  and  of  relapse :  hut  the  hour  of 
discharge  from  earth’s  warfare  had  come,  the  trumpet  of 
Recall  was  sounded,  and  this  Soldier  of  Christ  was 
summoned  by  the  Captain  of  his  salvation  to  exchange  the 
Church  Militant  for  the  Church  Triumphant,  the  warfare 
for  the  Rest,  the  Cross  for  the  Crown,  Earth  for  Paradise. 

Was  he  not,  indeed,  a  beloved  brother  as  a  man  and  as 
a  Christian?  Ilis  genial,  kindly  temper;  his  habitual 
cheerfulness,  his  quick  perception,  his  warm-hearted  sym¬ 
pathy,  all  made  him  attractive  as  a  companion,  and  worthy 
of  affection  and  confidence  as  a  friend.  Ilis  intelligent 
interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  cause  of  Christ’s  religion 
in  the  world,  and  his  own  unfeigned  piety,  developing  and 
controlling  by  Divine  grace  his  natural  endowments,  gave 
him  a  high  place  as  a  “  beloved  brother.”  And  then, 
beyond  and  above  these,  you  my  hearers  have  known  and 
valued  him  as  a  u  faithful  minister  in  the  Lord.”  Ilis 
sermons,  (at  least  those  I  have  heard)  were  characterized  by 
appropriateness  of  diction  and  of  illustration,  by  clearness 
of  statement,  Scriptural  ness  of  teaching,  by  marked 

discrimination  in  dealing  with  the  hearts  and  consciences 
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of  his  hearers,  and  usually  by  much  earnestness,  often  by 
a  high  degree  of  eloquence  of  manner.  He  delighted  in 
preaching  Christ  and  Him  crucified ;  in  holding  up  that 
gracious  Saviour  as  the  sinner’s  only  and  allsufficient  hope; 
in  leading  believers  to  build  ever  and  only  on  the  one 
True  Foundation.  He  loved  with  sincere  affection 
the  branch  of  Christ’s  Catholic  Church  to  which  he  had 
the  happiness  to  belong  :  and  at  proper  times  and  in 
due  measure,  he  was  glad  to  dwell  on  her  peculiarities 
of  Government  and  of  Worship  and  of  Doctrine.  But  his 
whole  nature,  as  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  shrunk 
from  the  narrowness  which  would  cut  off  sympathy  and 
affection  from  all,  of  whatever  name,  who  love  the  Blessed 
Saviour.  lie  cared  far  more  for  the  pearl  than  for  the 
casket,  for  the  rich  grain  ripening  for  the  harvest  than  for 
the  fence  that  enclosed  the  field,  for  the  building  than  for 
the  scaffolding  needed  in  its  erection  or  adornment.  .  He 
loved  the  Church  because  he  loved  Christ  the  Head  of 
the  Church  and  therefore  he  loved  all  who  hold  the  Head 
‘even  Christ.  He  disliked  with  an  honest  and  rightful 
aversion  whatever  system  of  practice  or  of  opinion  sought 
to  pervert  in  our  Church  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel  ;  to 
introduce  a  sensuous  ceremonial ;  to  put  any  thing  between 
Christ  and  the  believer’s  soul ;  to  detract  from  the  great 
office  of  Faith  as  the  diviuely  appointed  instrument  of 
Justification  unto  Life.  Thus  was  he  a  faithful  minister 
in  the  Lord.  As  a  Pastor,  I  need  not  tell  you,  our  beloved 
brother  possessed  rare  excellence.  He  loved  his  flock : 
entered  into  their  feelings  :  rejoiced  in  their  joys  :  sorrowed 
in  their  sorrows:  bore  patiently  the  inevitable  trials  of 
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his  work  :  and  gave  to  all  convincing  proof  that  he  sought 
not  theirs  but  them. 

But  our  beloved  brother,  this  faithful  minister  in  the 
Lord,  has  been  taken  from  us,  and  on  earth  we  shall  no 
more  see  his  face.  We  would  bow  in  humble  resignation 
to  our  Heavenly  Father’s  will,  assured  that  it  is  infinitely 
best.  Why  one  so  fitted  for  usefulness  has  been  thus  called 
away,  we  cannot  even  conjecture:  but  what  we  know  not 
now  we  shall  know  hereafter.  Of  this  we  are  sure,  that  the 
interests  of  the  whole  church  and  of  each  member  of  that 
Church,  are  unspeakably  dear  to  the  Blessed  Redeemer  ; 
and  that  He  hath  ordered  that  which  fills  our  hearts  with 
such  sorrow.  Yet  we  do  not  sorrow  even  as  they  which 
have  no  hope.  We  expect  through  God’s  grace  to  meet 
our  loved  brother  in  the  world  whither  he  has  gone  before. 
Let  this  thought  bring  sweet  consolation  to  those  whom 
this  visitation  has  most  nearly  bereaved,  most  sorely 
smitten.  Let  them  look  beyond  the  few  fleeting  years 
of  separation  and  let  them  anticipate  the  joy  of  communing 
eternally  with  their  beloved  one,  and  with  Christ  Jesus, 
our  common  Saviour. 

May  the  voice  that  comes  to  us  this  night  from  the 
grave,  carry  its  lesson  home  to  all  our  hearts.  Especially 
let  those  of  you  who  have  listened  in  times  past  to  the 
faithful  preaching  of  this  man  of  God,  and  who  yet  have 
withheld  your  hearts  from  Christ,  be  now  moved  by  the 
voice  by  which  “being  dead  he  yet  speaketh.  ”  Why 
have  you  not  taken  Jesus  as  your  Saviour  ?  Why  have 
you  not  secured  Heaven  as  your  soul’s  everlasting  home  ? 
Why  will  you  not,  from  this  consecrated  hour,  become 
and  be,  true  Christians  ? 
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